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Making the transition

Hilary helps her younger classmates

By ANIKRHUME: - & -

When St Matthew’s Catholic
School year ten student Hilary
Orth finishes high school, she
dreams of heading to university to
study either pediatrics, dentistry
or psychology.

But as part of Club Mudgee’s
Max Potential program, right now
her sights are set on achieving a
goal much closer to home.

For her community service
project - the development of
which is a major part of the pro-
gram - Hilary is hoping to help
year six students in the St
Matthew’s school community
make a smoother transition into
year seven —a period she remem-
bers as a challenging one.

“I remember how scary it was
for me going into secondary,” she
recalled. “Even though it was at
the same school, I guess some of
the older kids weren't as nice and
it was a struggle not knowing how

to manage my time or home-
work,”

While the school's program
already includes an orientation
day for year six students starting
high school, Hilary believes one
day which “only allows them to try
the fun subjects” is not enough.

“I want to run a day or two
where they experience a full day
in secondary school, taking all the
subjects and learning to get to
class on time in accordance with
bells times and schedules,” she
said.

Hilary is also hoping to intro-
duce a buddy system, where each
year seven student is paired with a
year ten friend “so that they have
someone to go to if they have any
troubles adjusting”.

“I'm also going to hold an infor-
mation night run by year ten stu-
dents - that way the information is
coming from kids who have been
through the transition themselves
rather than from adults or teach-

ers,” she said.

Hilary's mentor, Mid-Western
Regional Council Business
Manager Plant and Facilities
Andrew Drummond, said Hilary’s
project was on track to being a

‘worthwhile initiative.

“One of the best things about
the Max Potential program is that
it teaches students how to talk to
adults because they have to talk to
adults outside their normal
sphere of comfort to run their
project,” he said.

“As Hilary is coordinating her
project in conjunction with the
secondary head, the primary head
and the principal I think it should
have a good result.”

Hilary said Club Mudgee Max
Potential has so far taught her
how to set goals and ensure she
reaches them.

“T have a study timetable and I
use it, which helps me a lot, and I
think I'm a lot more confident in
myself,” she said.




